JOHN W. VARDAMAN
725 TWELFTH STREET. N.w.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

April 1,2019

Honorable Justin Wilson, Mayor, and
Members of City Council

City of Alexandria

City Hall

Alexandria, VA 22314

Re:  Appeal of BAR Cases Nos. 2018-00410 and 2018-00411

Dear Mayor Wilson and Council Members,

I am writing in support of the appeal that seeks to preserve the historic
property at 619 South Lee Street that owes much of its historic value to the
fact that it was the residence of Justice Hugo Black during his many years of
service on the Supreme Court of the United States. '

I served as one of Justice Black’s law clerks for the 1965 Term of
Court. During that time I and my fellow co-clerk, Drayton Nabors, spent
considerable time at 619 South Lee Street. In the summer months we played
many tennis matches with Justice and Mrs. Black on the tennis court in the
back yard. I have attached two pages from a booklet entitled “Confessions of
The Law Clerks” that the Justice’s law clerks prepared for the Justice on the
occasion of his 80th birthday, February 27, 1966. Both Drayton and I
elaborate on our tennis games at 619.

It is significant that both Drayton and I focused on time spent with the
Justice on the tennis court — a clear indication of how important that time was
to us and how important tennis and that court were to the Justice.

But, for Drayton and me, a tennis game was not just a tennis game
with Justice Black. For it was almost always followed by iced tea, perhaps
lunch, and a long discussion about the Supreme Court, the Constitution,
American history, Justice Black’s service in the Senate, his days in Alabama
and any other subject we cared to raise.

Once the Term began, although most of our work was done in
chambers at the Supreme Court, we continued to visit 619 S. Lee Street



regularly. Justice Black had a large upstairs study. There he had a big desk,
plenty of work space for all of us, and an extensive library. If the Court was
not in session and hearing arguments, Drayton and I were likely to go to Lee
Street to work on opinions or cert petitions with the Justice in his study. We

spent significant amounts of time there and that study served as an adjunct to
his chambers at the Court.

Construction of a large structure in the yard would totally alter the
property as it was laid out and lived in by Justice Black.

Very truly yours,

.\‘)M -

hn W. Vardaman
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